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SUNDAY SCHOOL AFFAIRS IN NEW-YORK. ” 


In two former numbers of this Magazine, the Editor has in- 
troduced from the pages of the Religious Chronicle, some of the 
debates at the meetings of the Association of Teachers, on an 
important question. He is now desired to introduce the debate 
which preceded them ; and has only to regret that he was not 
favoured with it in time to be placed before them. He hopes, 
however, in future, to insert them from time to time as they oc- 
cur ; and has no doubt they will be productive of much good, 
and be particularly interesting to Sunday School teachers. 

Question. ‘* What are the best means to induce parents of 
Sunday School children to patronize Sunday Schools, and to in- 
fluence them to co-operate with teachers ?” 

This important question came before the monthly: meeting of 
the teachers, on Wednesday, October 15th, 1823, when senti- 
ments were expressed in regard to it, to the following effect : 

The discussion was opened by a teacher, who remarked that 
the parents of Sunday School children comprised so many va- 
rious characters, that it was perhaps impossible to apply any ge- 
neral rule with a hope of uniform success. se regarded them 
as divided into three classes : First, such as send their children 
from principle, with motives of conscience and interest, duly 
estimating the advantages offered by teachers; these needed 
little or no persuasion to patronize or co-operate with them.— 
Second, such as were altogether opposed to the schools ; these 
were difficult to deal with.—Third, such as were careless and 
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indifferent ; these'were still harder to be won. But with each 
and all of them, he thought, as a general line of deportment in 
the course of visiting their homes, (which he assumed as a ne- 
cessary point,) flattery* might be trusted to as a means of gain- 
ing their good will, and consent to co-operate with teachers, 
To this every heart was in some way accessible. He had found 
invariable success in the practice of it, and knew that to praise 
the child was the shortest way to the parent’s heart. (In the 
course of subsequent debate, he was called on to explain—when 
he desired to be understood in using the term flattery, to mean 
that he presented every thing in regard to parents and children 
in the fairest and most pleasing light ; and, as far as consistent 
with truth, to excuse and exculpate them.) He farther remark- 
ed, that he did not mean to delude, but used the term, as oppo- 
sed to a usual and mistaken method of holding intercourse with 
parents by visiters of absentees and others, of harshly accusing 
the children, and unconditionally condemning the parents, 
This, he thought, could only tend to an effect contrary to that 
desired ; and he thought it wrong to seem to assume too much, 
either in manner or expression—-or to use such terms as these, 
** your child gives us much trouble,” ‘ he is very bad,” ‘ but 
you must let us have our own way with him, we must and will 
make him better.” Milder terms should be used, if any good 
result is hoped for. He would by no means advocate religious 
conversation ; it might be in some cases useful, but it was idle 
to think it would, generally, serve to influence careless and de- 
praved parents, to make their children the recipients of the 
blessings of Sunday School teaching ; they thought too little of 
it, and felt less. In most cases it would offend, and might tend 
to render their minds still more averse to the schools. He had 





* The word flattery was used by this speaker, as is partially explain- 
ed below, in one of its legitimate senses, that of a soothing and conci- 
liatory address: but appears to have been understood by the respondent 
in an acceptation more usual, perhaps, and conveying an idea badly 
suited to the character of Sunday Schools. As the first speaker ob- 
served, he intended no more than is meant, in the scriptural phraseolo- 
gy, by becoming all things to all men, or, according to our Saviour’s 
direction, being, while harmless as doves, wise as serpents.—Ed. Ch. 
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found that if he had any wholesome advice to give the parents, 
some other topic was more likely to prepare the way for such 
observations. ‘Teachers should adapt themselves to circumstan- 
ces ; even trifles would entice parents and engage them to give 
attention to teachers, while perhaps faithful religious conversa- 
tion might rather tend to separate them. He had been accus- 
tomed to hear the members of his class recite verses at home, 
and on such occasions would make observations on the matter 
recited. Parents and children at first were attentive, one from 
curiosity, the other from novelty. But the parents were soon 
satistied, and with the children the novelty soon wore off ; and 
he had found that a greater influence might be gained over both, 
by conversing with the former on the ordinary topics of life, and 
with the latter, by endeavouring to entice the attention and win 
the heart by a suitable descant upon their playthings; their 
whistle and their top. Temporal concerns were always near to 
them, and it was difficult to bring nigh spiritual ones, and futile 
to hope such measures would prove helps to engage the parents 
of Sunday School scholars to patronize the schools, or to engage 
the children to come to school, or to be attentive when there. 
The object was to induce them to come, and to incline them af-. 
terwards to stay. He was decidedly of opinion that the best 
means of general application was a qualified flattery—for parents 
and children might be enticed to unite with the schools when 
they could not be persuaded to it. 

A superintendent replied in the following terms :—He was 
surprised to hear such sentiments as those expressed by the 
opener of the question, and must say he was decidedly opposed 
tohis opinions. He spoke, he said, from experience ; and had 
always considered it his duty, as a Christian, anda Sunday School 
teacher, to make religion ‘ the all in all.”” The Sunday School 
was a religious institution, and all its concerns should be con- 
ducted with reference to religion. This was the high aim of 
Sunday School institutions, and such was the important objects 
to present before parents and children ; and, in his mind, no- 
thing could present the institution to their view in a more favour- 
able light, or be more likely to engage their attention, than to 
portray to them the loveliness of that religion in which they 
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desired to instruct their children. He said he would go to them 
and faithfully represent all its solemn realities, and place its ex- 
alted joys in the most engaging view, and in their truest colours. 
He had always hoped and trusted that such a course was most 
likely to attract attention, and to gain the hearts of parents and 
children. On the contrary, he thought it treachery to flatter ; 
he was of opinion, that here, if any where, we should be honest ; 
we owed it to ourselves, to the parents, to the children, and to 
our Ged. He said he would, from the first, show them the sad 
consequences of the neglect of their required duties ; he could 
not sport and trifle with such momentous concerns ; he would 
plainly, and honestly, tell the parents the awful consequences 
of neglect ; he would persuade them of the value of the insti- 
tution, would strive to convince them that it was needful that 
the teachers should have an absolute controul over their chil- 
dren. He would have them plainly understand that in assuming 
the care of their children, he must and would have the mastery 
over them. He would certainly express the tenderest interest 
for the welfare of children and parents ; he felt and knew that 
the worst of them could but respect the teacher, when they be- 
held him thus careful and vigilant ; thus faithful in the discharge 
of the office undertaken. He would take every opportunity of 
pressing religious subjects home upon the minds and hearts of 
both parents and children. He thought he should be wanting 
in his most essential duties, as a superintendent and teacher, if 
he should ever pursue any other course. 

As an illustration of the practical effect of such measures, with 
even entire strangers, he adduced the following anecdote :—He 
had seen four idle boys playing about the docks ; had accosted 
them and inquired if they attended Sunday School ; on their re- 
plying in the negative, he told them the importance of it, and 
urged their attendance as needful for their good, and as their so- 
lemn duty. They were respectful and attentive—gave their 
names and residences. Their parents were dealt with in the 
same way ; the importance of the subject was candidly told them, 
and the consequences of neglect—both parents and children 
were gained, and they are yet in the care of the Sunday School. 
He thought such an exposure of the views and sentiments of 
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teachers would generally be followed by the same results. He 


. subsequently explained that the line of conduct in the intercourse 


with parents he had advocated, could not be supposed to include 
every other. It was both his sentiments and practice, to make 
every necessary inquiry on other topics, in the course of visi- 
tation to the parents—but he was decidedly opposed to flattery 
in any shape. 

Another superintendent remarked, that he thought highly of 
the sentiments first offered on the subject, and thought he could 
speak feelingly of them: he was himself a parent, and knew 
how powerful was the influence of flattery —no parent can re- 
sist it. He thought with the first speaker, that it was among the 
best means of gaining an ascendancy over the minds of both 
parents and children connected with Sunday Schools. We are 
warranted, he said, in such a measure while we had the gospel 
precept to be ‘‘ wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” He 
thought it justifiable, and that good results would flow from the 
practice of it. He remarked, that every kind inquiry in regard 
to the concerns of their families was flattering to them, and 
teachers could not be too particular in this respect. He would 
have the minutest inquiries made, the ages of the children, even 
to the infant in the mother’s arms, and express an interest in all 
their home concerns ; it might seem trifling, but he knew it 
would engage the parents’ aflections: and he was of opinion 
that the course pointed out on this head by the first speaker was 
well adapted to the purpose, and the result would be favourable. 

Another superintendent remarked, that he was pleased to find 
an opposition of opinion ; it would lead to a closer investigation 
of a subject, than which none was more important for the ad- 
vancement and prosperity of Sunday Schools. He thought that 
the manner in which the present question was framed, indicated 
a change in the design of Sunday School teaching; yet doubt- 
less when the happy thought first glanced upon the mind of their 
benevolent founder, his view was reformation: he desired to 
give a moral elevation to the heart, by enlightening the mind 
through elementary instruction. He stated, as the interesting 
fact is related, it was in the summer of 1782, that-the pious Ro- 
bert Raikes stood talking with the wife of a gardener, for whom 
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he was leaving directions, when they were repe.tedly and rude- 
ly interrupted by a band of wicked and idle boys, He inquired 
why they were seemingly so neglected. The answer of this 
poor woman decided the future blessing of miliions—ah, sir, 
she replied, could you see them on a Sunday, when there are 
many more, and a hundred times worse, you would pity them 
indeed. He inquired, what can be done for them? is there 
any one who would teach them on Sunday? One was pointed 
out. His expansive mind doubtless felt all the weight and im- 
portance of the object, though he knew he should have to con- 
tend with all the opposition of ignorance and bigotry, yet he de- 
cided to try the experiment. It was a happy and successful one 
—such was the design and establishment of the first Sanday 
School; and we are told, that for the fifteen successive years no 
less than 4000/. sterling were expended in teachers’ salaries 
alone. But while such noble benefactions were bestowed to 
supply the poor and ignorant with instruction, for purposes of 
temporal good, the hearts of Christian philanthropists were 
opened ‘o administer to their spiritual ignorance and poverty, 
and to give gratuitous relicious instruction to the children of the 
schools thus foanded. ‘his was a happy era, with these high 
aims in view. We soon hear new inquiries on this deeply in- 
teresting subject, and thus it is that we find questions like the 
present agitated, ** How shail parents be influenced to patronize 
Sunday Schools, and co-operate with teachers?” He said he 
entirely coincided with the first opinions advanced, and strongly 
insisted on personal intercourse with parents, not such as had in 
the earliest period been the usage of schools, by inviting them 
to weekly meetings at the school room or lectures at the church 
from the pastor, or requiring the parents on introducing the 
child to appear at the schvol to converse with the superintend- 
ent, but the happier, and more successful plan of local visita- 
tion, by which the teacher was brought to the homes of scholars, 
where without reserve or disguise they might observe their 
characters and dispositions; on the first he observed, the pa- 
rents came to the post of the teachers, and sought him occupied 
in his duties and fulfilling the obligation he had assumed in their 
behalf—the parents might feel themselves practising their own 
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duties. This was not so likely to promote the great object of 
the teacher to gain influence: the other could but appear to the 
parents, an act apart from the duties of his office, and an evi- 
dence of a cordial interest in their welfare, such visits would 
claim a higher gratitude and win their confidence. Yet he was 
of opinion that these visits should be cautiously made, and 
strongly advocated the sentiments of the first speaker. He 
knew that religious topics were too often and too unreasonably 
insisted upon. He was sincerely impressed with all the vast 
importance of the salvation of the soul and the value of religious 
exhortation, but such advances should be made progressively by 
Sunday School teachers, 

He had not in his experience found it useful as a means of 
obtaining influence over the parents but in few cases, on the 
contrary, it hindered the work. He had visited more than 400 
families, and estimated that one out of ten might be profited by 
it; while he believed by the opposite course the same happy 
results would at last issue with regard to many. In support of 
this assertion, he stated that in the district in which his visits 
were made, some pious individuals had attempted an experiment 
of Chalmers’ plan of localities. They had visited a family con- 
nected with the school ; had reproved them of neglect of reli- 
gious duties, and had earnestly exhorted them to attend on gos- 
pel means. After avery short time they discontinued their 
exertions in the whole district they had marked out. Their vi- 
sits had been received by the family referred to with civility, 
but little heeded. He was of opinion that if the same course 
had been pursued by the conductors of the school, it would 
have given offence and hindered their progress with the scho- 
lars. Subsequently this family has much improved in its con- 
dition. More than a year has passed since the circumstance oc- 
curred, and the mother is now a member of the church to which 
the school is attached. He thought that these pleasing circum- 
stances, under the blessing of God, owed their origin to the va- 
rious influence of the Sunday School to which the family had 
been connected five years, rather than to visitation on the plan 
of Chalmers referred to above. He considered visiting their 
homes under such precautions as to religious exhortations, as 
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undoubtedly the best means adapted to general circumstances to 
influence either parents or children ; and qualified flattery ad- 
dressed both to parents and children was certainly consistent 
with the rectitude required in the character of a Sanday School 
teacher. He thought the most suitable points for remarks of this 
kind were the dispositions and capacities of the children. Can- 
tion should be exercised, however, in all cases to keep within 
prudent bounds—should they mistrust the teacher in one thing, 
they would in all. He recommended the practice of all that had 
been advanced relative to this point. 

Another superintendent observed, that religious exhortations 
frequently lead to difference on sectarian points ; this was to be 
avoided, as the schools embraced all denominations of Christians. 
Nominal Christians, even, were tenacious in these things. He 
personally knew that with some denominations, such measures 
on the part of teachers, so far from gaining the object pointed 
out in the question under discussion, would certainly disengage 
parents and children from the influence of the school. It was 
certainly best to defer such measures till parents and children 
were bound by the best and strongest ties to the school, then 
such steps might be taken with safety. He would incline at 
first to speak on any other topic. He particularly urged that 
all caution should be used in flattering either parents or chil- 
dren. Teachers should be honest and faithful—their success 
depended on it. 

Here the discussion closed, and on a call for the next question 
in order, it was resolved that the discussion of the above ques- 
tion which had been but partially considered, be continued at 
the next meeting. 


Sir—Perceiving in the last number of your useful Magazine, 
a communication signed ‘‘ A Sunday School Teacher,” calling 






























On Emulation 


ON EMULATION. 
[To the editor of the Amer. S. S. T. Magazine. ] 


Baltimore, March 24, 1824, 
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upon some one of your correspondents to answer this question, 
« Ought Sabbath School Teachers to encourage their scholars to 
the performance of their duties in the school by exciting emu- 
lation, or by any other means than by those arguments which 
spring from their duty to God? I feel myself at liberty, as a 
teacher, to express my opinion, and (if it be in my power) to 
throw some light upon a system which he thinks “‘ defeats the 
object it aims to accomplish.’’ Should you, upon perusal, think 
my observations worthy of insertion, you will much oblige a 
subscriber by publishing them; and in considering the above 
modes ef encouragement, I shall endeavour to do it as briefly as 
possible, in order to leave room for something more useful. 

The husbandman after having cleared a piece of ground, next 
ascertains what the strength of it is: if he finds it strong, he 
cultivates it accordingly ; if, on the contrary, he finds it weak and 
light, he sows therein such seed as it will be able to bear, and 
in the mean time makes use of the best method of gradually 
bringing it into such a state as to produce the best fruits. So it 
is with the Sunday School Teacher ; h® should consider the 
ground he has to cultivate in this labour of love as the last 
mentioned ; and in my opinion, in order to strengthen it, he 
should begin by bringing into action that principle of virtue 
which is most easily acted upon, and then gradually to unfold 
maturer duties. 

The great objection I have to that proposed is, the difficulty 
of enforcing it, and its being partial in its operations. If it is 
difficult for parents to make their children come to the sabbath 
school,— if it is difficult even while there to convince them that 
they come for their own good, &c., how much more difficult, nay 
improbable, to make them sensible of the obligations which they 
lie under to their Maker; I say how improbable it is by such 
arguments to make them pursue a course of conduct which both 
rewards and punishments on some of them have failed to accom- 
plish. It is true, we ought to exercise a prayerful reliance on 
“ the Giver of all good”’ to aid us in our labours ; but when you 
cast your eyes around, and observe the number engaged in teach- 
ing, you will find many that are not praying Teachers, that know 
not themselves their duty to God, and how can they teach others 
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that which they do not know? With respect to them, therefore, 
you must perceive your system to be partial in its operation. 
Again ; it is only by extending the principle your system incul- 
cates, that you will perceive it may with equal propriety be ap- 
plied tothe distribution of premiums (I allude to books) or rewards 
of any kind ; it is in my opinion the same principle which excites 
a child to learn his lessons as to obtain premiums—in a word, to 
behave as we would wish him, only on a larger scale, that is to 
receive tickets. I would not imply that it is the value of the ticket 
that gratifies him—that he thinks as much of tickets as of the 
book ; no, but it assures him, as it were, that he has done right, 
thereby exciting emotions which none of us are strangers to ; 
emotions that whisper peace to the troubled in the severest hour 
of trial. The great advantages which the present system has, is 
that of calling into action a principle peculiarly suitable to the 
youthful mind—I mean emulation; destroy this, and you are 
likely to make him an easy prey to the worst of vices. Cast your 
eye upon the boy who is void of this principle, and see what 
crimes he is guilty of—see how neglectful he is of his lessons; 
why ? because he cares not whether he is at the head or foot of 
his class : observe what little respect he pays to teacher or super- 
intendant ; why ? because he would as willingly stand on the 
bench as sit in it—all sense of emulation is gone from him, and 
the wrong is as good to him as the right. Another advantage this 
system has, is that of pointing out to youths in a manner which 
they can comprehend the difference between right and wrong; if 
they do right, they receive tickets or premiums; if they do 
wrong, they are punished as they deserve. 

Ishall conclude with observing, that the greatest disadvan- 
tage which may arise from this system is, that of being too liberal 
with the reward, thereby rendering it less valuable than it was 
intended ; but this is the fault of the Teacher, and not of the 
system, and may be obviated. I would caution all Teachers 
against this carelessness ; advising them, that when they reward 
their scholars, they ought to point out to them, that ‘ whoso 
doeth right shall in nowise lose his reward.” 

Jam, Sir, &c. W. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TRACTS. 


Litrxe Rosert’s First Day at the Sunday School. By the author of 
*‘ The Teacher’s Farewell.” London, 1823. Republished by G. C. 
Morgan, Pearl-Street, Franklin-Square. 


The Sunday Scholars’ Magazine, No.7. Dec. 1823. Published by G. 
C. Morgan, 563 Pearl-Street. 


These small publications are excellent, with one exception as 
to the English publication of Little Robert;; which exception 
does not apply to the American edition; and we are glad to see 
that this is undoubtedly good, and can be safely recommend- 
ed. It gives an interesting statement of the introductign of the 
Son of a Woodman to a Sunday School: of the conduct of pious 
and judicious Teachers in it: the manner in which the Scrip- 
tures were explained, with the characters of several of the chil- 
dren; some excellent addresses and hymns. 

The only objection we have to the English edition is, that it 
contains an aceount of an expulsion of a scholar from the school 
for such bad conduct as had rendered the poor boy who was ex- 
pelled the terror of the other scholars, and destroyed every feeling 
of affection in those who had taught him. This, although origi- 
nating in the best motives, is certainly injudicious, and cannot be 
sufficiently deprecated. The American editor has adopted a 
better course : the offender is pnnished, but not expelled : he is 
suspended from the privileges of the school for a month, but was 
not to remain neglected: his Teacher ‘* would yet follow him to 
his home, and with friendly advice hoped to overcome his angry 
passions, and reform him from his vicious ways.” This is as it 
should be. 

The Sunday Scholars’ Magazine is (so far as we have seen 
it) well conducted, and calculated to be extensively useful. We 
are sorry, however, (for it is painful to us to find fault) that the 
editor has incautiously allowed himself to write with levity in one 
instance when alluding to the Holy Scriptures ; (see page 106) 
although the general tendency of the little volame is to promote 
reverence for that sacred book We hope if the Magazine 
should be reprinted, this will be corrected; for under no cite 
cumstances, nor for any consideration whatever, should we ven- 
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ture to speak of any portion of the sacred writings but with the 
profoundest reverence as the Word of God. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL ANECDOTE. 


The following anecdote related by a superintendent of one of 
our Sunday Schools, is a striking instance of the folly and super- 
stition that too frequently arise from want of instruction, and no 
small argument in favour of Sunday Schools, whereby the minds 
of the rising generation may be enlightened, and absurdities so 
shocking, be prevented from admission, or eradicated, if they 
have been taught by silly parents or nurses. 

“A few days ago” (said the narrator) ** I visited the family of 
a mechanic, whose child attended our Sunday School; the 
whooping cough was prevalent in the neighbourhood in which 
they resided: their youngest child was very ill. I asked the 
mother how her infant was ; she replied she had no hopes of its 
recovery. I asked if the doctor said it could not recover : she 
replied no, but that she had tried a remedy which her mother 
had recommended to her, and it had failed. I then inquired what 
it was : ‘* Why,”’ said she, ‘I took a live spider, put it into a 
thimble, sealed it up, tied it toJa piece of black ribbon, and hung it 
round my child’s neck ; my mother told me if I did not open it, 
and if at the end of nine days the spider was alive, my babe would 
certainly recover. But the second day after I tried it, my child 
became so bad that I opened the thimble to see if the spider was 
alive, and (as l expected) the spider was dead, and I am sure my 
poor babe will die too.” 

This afforded an opportunity to the superintendent to expose 
the folly and absurdity of superstition; and to teach the parent, 
that instead of sacrificing her child to it by neglecting the proper 
means for its recovery, she should resort to those means imme- 
diately, with prayer to the Great Disposer of life and death, that 
he would restore her child, if in his infinite wisdom and mercy he 
should be pleased to do so. 

This opportunity would not have occurred but through the 
medium of the Sunday School. 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CONDUCTORS OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


[To the editor of the Amer. S. S. T. Magazine. ] 


Although you have given to your highly interesting publi- 
cation the well deserved title of “ A Journal of Education,” yet 
it seems from the communications received, that its readers sup- 
pose it a journal of Sunday School education only ; yet its pages, 
1 think, will be as useful to him who educates his children pri- 
vately and to the tutor, as to those who educate their children in 
our Sunday Schools, and to their teachers. Having a class of 
Sunday School scholars under my charge who read in the bible, 
I made inquiry in one of your early numbers for the best method 
of conducting such a class, both for the management of the scho- 
lars, and conduct of the teacher, and the means most likely to 
influence their conduct, and attach them to the school. Much 
information in regard to these points has been given in subse- 
quent numbers, particularly in the paper of your correspondent . 
H., “‘ on regulating Sunday Schools,” and the late discussions by 
the association of teachers. The plan that society has adopted in 
admitting debates, must have a happy effect on their schools ; 
but the instruction derived from these papers have not entirely 
met my views ; itis good and desirable so far as it goes; but the 
matter of my inquiry was for a detailed plan of the operations and 
discipline of a class during the hours of school, and the duties of 
the teacher in other respects. Since my question was proposed, 
I have been so fortunate as to obtain a manuscript, entitled 
“ instructions to the conductors of our Sunday School.” It seems to 
exhibit concisely, yet minutely, the whole duty of the Sunday 
School teacher. I have been highly gratified in reading this 
manual, and esteeming its instructions useful, and meeting the 
object of my inquiries more than any thing I have yet seen, I 
send you the following extract from that part which is addressed 
to the teachers of aclass. I do not offer it as the best plan of ma- 
naging a class, but because it is a specimen of detailed instructions 
for the management of a class ata Sunday School. I would re- 
mark that this school pursues the excellent plan of giving each 
teacher a copy of these instructions, signed by the pastor on 
entering the school. Should you esteem the insertion of this use- 
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ful, I will, atsome other time, give farther extracts relative to the 
duties of superintendents, visitors, and committee of the school, 
and hope it will give rise to more hints on these subjects in the 
same minute and familiar style, than which none is better suited, 
to initiate young teachers into their duties, and to guide them to 
successful practice. 


A Sunday School Teacher. 
April, 14, 1824. 





INSTRUCTIONS TO A. B. OF 





SCHOOL. 


Sir—Having signed the constitution of this Society, you will 
comply with the following regulations in - performance of your 
duty as a teacher of our school : 

‘«* Learn the names of the boys in the class you are to instruct, 
and then make introductory visits to the parents of each of them 
in company with the superintendent ; and as the greatest part of 
the influence you will possess depends upon these subsequent 
visits, you must by no means omit them. Visit the absentees 
weekly ; should any be sick, continue to visit them until they re- 
turn. At your leisure, promote a friendly intercourse with the 
parents and children at their homes. Over the first, it will en- 
able you to acquire a very happy influence for their moral and 
religious improvement, while it will give every facility to the 
management and instruction of the latter at the schools ; as you 
will by this means possess a knowledge very useful to you, that 
of knowing their attainments, circumstances, habits, and dispo- 
sitions. You will soon perceive the importance of this advan- 
tage, which can only be appreciated when obtained. In the first 
visits, prudence and discretion will be required to gain, if possi- 
ble, the good will and co-operation of the parents ; be careful 
to give no offence, as any unfavourable prejudice, on the minds 
of parents or scholar, may greatly embarrass your exertions, and 
perhaps prove the means of removing them for ever from your 
care. In all your social intercourse at their homes, be kind and 
affable, and not over zealous; attend regularly and puNCTUALLY ; 
your ExamPLeE will prove your best lesson, and one that will need 
no explanation. You are required to attend at five minutes be- 
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fore 9 a. m. and 5 minutes before 1 rp. x. When youarrive at the 
place of instruction, go immediately to your class, saluting 
the children before hanging up your hat, and from the first 
moment you are at your station, be vigilant and firm in 
your’ discipline. Vigilance, be assured, is. the strongest 
arm of your government; in this never relax, until by 
your perseverance and unremitted attention you have caused 
them to acquire habits of silence, attention, and good order. 
You must notleave your class without informing the super- 
intendent, nor allow the scholars to retire from the school- 
room without reference to him, or the general monitor of 
order. Have your own particular station in the class, and do 
not leave it except on some call of duty. decorum and regularity 
at your post will greatly influence the scholars at theirs; each 
of whom having a seat assigned them on joining the school, you 
must not permit them to change it, nor another to occupy it in 
their absence. Before the opening of the school, appoint a mes- 
senger or monitor for the day, whose duty it shall be to carry 
any message of your’s to the superintendent, to take charge of 
your books, and attend to other cares of your class. During the 
opening exercises of the school, maintain silence and order in 
your class, and at the signal given for the commencement of 
the class exercises, call them to order by the word “ attention !”” 
rise—(they stand,) ‘‘ sit down,” (they sitdown,) then address- 
ing your monitor—say “‘ hand the books;” let them await the 
order to read, which should be ‘‘ books before you;” then 


- open your books at—chap.—verse. Inthe morning, read the 


scriptures in rotation, and in the afternoon, select portions of the 
scriptures, parables and histories; they are to rise when they 
read, and in order to fix their attention, call them to read with- 
out any regular order, so that no boy (to use their own 
expression) may know the verse that will come to him. The 
morning will be the better part of the day to hear them 
recite ; let none recite more than 30 verses at one recitation ; 
the portion selected should be short, and previously well studied ; 
the whole portion being read by each scholar, it will then be a 
suitable time for catechetical instruction, which you may some- 
times allow te be conducted by themselves ; which mode will 
both fix their attention and incite them to exercise their minds. 








176 Instructions to the 


From their practice you will learn the most suitable manner of 
framing your questions to them. After the whole lesson has 
been examined on, make such explanatory remarks as the sub- 
ject may demand. This portion should be given them to learn 
by rote, the ensuing Sabbath ; they will then have committed 
to memory such portions as they have had explained, and con- 
sequently are more likely to understand. At the signal for clo- 
sing the school, let your order be as at first, “* Books before you ;” 
and to the monitor, ‘* Collect books.’ He will then pass through 
the class, taking each book, which'must be put by him into the 
box. Let the class take their hats one by one, and in your turn 
lead them out of the school-room wank and file ; in the afternoon 
when the exercises of the class are closed, give each deserving 
child that has attended all day, one ticket of good behaviour. 

*- Let your conduct before the class be blameless ; it is your 
example more than your precept that will always influence the 
children. The following rule proposed by an excellent writer 
on education (Babington) will always be found useful: “ Act 
‘* before your children, whenever you are with them, in the same 
‘* manner as you would were all the world to be looking on.” 
Some teachers are so indiscreet in their conduct towards their 
children, and act in such a way before them, that ifthey had 
been interrupted, they could but have felt the blush of ingenu- 
ous shame, ready to excuse themselves to the observers, for- 
getting that*their children themselves were the nicest observers 
and the most important spectators to be influenced by their de- 
portment. 

N. B. Upon these principles you are forbidden to carry a rod or 
stick in the school; neither to kick or pinch the children ; 
nor to pull their ears or their hair: the effect of such punish- 
ments is tothe highest degree injurious ; and degrading to both 
teacher and scholar. Be mild and condescending—meek and 
patient—ever watchful and ready to act with firmness and deci- 
sion ; experience may probably suggest many things not antici- 
pated in these instructions, yet you will adopt no new plan with- 
out the concurrence of the superintendent ; be studious and 
diligent during the week to prepare matter for the instruction of 
your class on Sundays ; and God speed you and make you use- 
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fal in this good work. With affectionate regard in behalf of— 
S. School. 


J. W. —— Sec’ry. Signed (——) Pastor. 
To A. B. of ——S. School. 





ne ananaecnatcania | 
DUTY OF SELF-DENIAL. 


[To the Editor of the Amer. S. S. T. Magazine.] 


It is consistent with the character of the Holy Author of our 
being, as a God perfect in justice, that although infinite mercy is 
also his attribute, no good shall be attained by unrighteous man, 
but through sacrifice ; and such in all things is the divine econo- 
my in regard to this present evil life ; for although it is his hea- 
venly purpose to bless a sinful world, it can only be by a pro- 
pitiation for sin, and his purpose is in Christ Jesus. —The sacri- 
Jice of God—for if he gives eternal life, it is by the gift of His Son, 
who was, by a sacrifice of himself, once offered up, to reconcile 
the Father, and obtain gifts for men, even that God might dwell 
among them, grant forgiveness of sins, and ‘‘ open the Kingdom 
of Heaven to all believers.’” We therefore find that in the dis- 
pensation of this His Grace, the same pure terms of justice 
prevail in all the works ef redemption: it is the golden rule of 
His unalterable righteousness, (justice) and the link that unites 
it to his unchanging mercy—ere eternal life is obtained, an in- 
finite sacrifice must be made; and although the inheritance is 
purchased by Him who “ is smitten for our transgressions,” 
yet the gracious Hand of Mercy bestows not the treasures of His 
Love, until the requirements of justice are met, and the sinner 
attains not to that “‘ peace that passeth all understanding”’ until 
the bitterness of repentance has possessed his soul; and even 
when gathered among the family of God, he advances not to the 
benefits and enjoyments of divine light and life, but by the same 
righteous dealings from a merciful Providence, who by chastise- 
ment, causes his children to yield the peaceable fruits of righte- 
ousness. ‘* Having endured,’’ they are said to inherit the pro- 
mises, “‘ they are crucified to the world,” that they may be 
‘‘ quickened in the Spirit” —* they endure a great fight of afilic- 

Vox. I. 23 





+, Sir ae ae 





‘. 
OR 
" 

¥ 4 
wap 
bs 


178 Duty of Self- Denial. 


tion,” that they may receive ‘the abundant blessings of the 
Gospel of Peace :’’ such are the terms of his great salvation, who 
has declared it his good will and pleasure, ‘* that He remember- 
eth his covenant of mercy for ever ;” but at the same time He 
chastiseth every son he yeceiveth—He visits their ‘ transgression 
with the rod, and their iniquities with stripes :”’ hiding his face 
for a little “‘ while, that He may return with everlasting kind- 
ness’’—thus teaching his people that it is ‘* good to be afflicted,” 
‘*that they may be partakers of his holiness’’—and he causes 
them to know that “ when they are judged of God they are chas- 
tised, that they be not condemned with the world,” and “ that 
they shall reign with Christ if so be they suffer with him,” and 
‘‘ through much tribulation they must enter the kingdom.”” We 
see also the same economy unfolded in regard to God’s beloved 
people under a typical dispensation ; for it was only by the re- 
conciliation effected through sacrifice, that they held the promise 
of any heavenly or temporal inheritance ; every present or an- 
ticipated blessing was secured to them, only by their ‘* sacri- 
fices offered up year by year continually,” for they made “a 
covenant with him by sacrifice.”” Considering this divine rule, 
can the Christian philanthropist vainly hope to fulfil the benign 
purposes which his heart hols dear, without sacrifice? Canhe 
hope to reach the pure object of his benevolent desires, for 
which the ‘‘ love of Christ constraineth him to labour,” without 
*‘ denying himself?” Rather let him, ‘ while he considers the 
poor and needy,”’ and seeks to bless his fellow man, view the 
pattern that has passed into the heavens—He, who went about 
doing good in the endurance of every evil ; healing the sick and 
the broken in heart,” and causing the widow and fatherless to 
rejoice, yea through weeping and ‘ groaning in spirit ;” through 
hungering, thirsting and watchings, amidst the revilings of men. 
Let himconsider “‘ the man of sorrows,” as through accumulating 
conflicts he encompassed the land of Judea, that he might in- 
struct his blind and ignorant brethren of Israel ; and would he 
follow in the steps of his Divine Master, let him remember the 
wisdom of his lips, ‘‘ and first sit down and ,count the cost,” 
erehe goeth about to do good, knowing that good can only be 
accomplished by many painful personal sacrifices, it will call 
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for denying himself, even to a partial surrender of the exalted 
privileges of the household of the faithful, and ‘¢ and the pleasant 
things of the sanctuary ;”’ and although his heart and his flesh 
ery out for the living God, “yet let him be ever ready freely 
to give, as he has freely received;” let him learn to be a 
“cheerful giver,” to do good and distribute, forgetting not, 
knowing that “‘ with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”” These 
remarks very forcibly apply to all who dre engaged in the self- 
denying labour of Sabbath day teaching, and to such only as are 
engaged in its pursuits are its hard and peculiar trials known; and 
I think that much of their discouragement and reluctance to go 
on in the work is for want of such views as I -have here taken of 
the subject : I would exhort them carefully and daily to meditate 
onthe precept from the mouth of zealous Paul, inviting them “‘ to 
look to Jesus,” and lest they faint or be weary in their minds, 
to consider Him “ who endured”—that he might fulfil the 
purpose of his love. Such considerations having often cheered 
my own heart amidst the contradictions ‘of sinners.” 
I desire to stir up the mind of my fellow teachers to this godly 
sense of works of faith and love, and to enlarge their hopes, have 
thought it useful to offer the following extract of a letter from 
the parent of a S. S, scholar to his teacher, two years after his 
separation from the school: it is placing the object in a most 
cheering light; let S. S. teachers be encouraged, yea rejoice 
and be glad, while they can be assured that they may hope for 
such blessings and such prayers as are comprised in the pious 
lines of the humble writer of this letter. I would farther re- 
mark, that I know there are family altars where the S. School 
is daily remembered, and heavenly blessings called down on S. 
S. Teachers : let them from such prayers hope to obtain strength 
for their feeble hands to prevail amidst their toils and contests, 
as those who held up the hands of Moses assisted him to prevail 
against the strength of Amalek. [Ex.17.] I trust that the pattern 
pointed out in this extract will be acknowledged as a model that 
all pious S. S. Teachers should emulate ; it may also hint (and 
God grant it) to such Christians of piety and talents as are yet 
standing without—to go and do likewise, enter into the vine- 
yard; be the Lord’s husbandmen, and “ spread the gospel”— 
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instructing babes into the kingdom of Christ ; ‘ hindering them 

not,”’ but taking them up in their arms to bless them.” The 

extract is a precise transcript ; I hope you will not omit any of 

it, for the spirit of it is such as I am sure will do much good to 

the heart. Timothy. 
April 15, 1824. 





EXTRACT. 

‘* My dear friend, prompted by duty and the love we owe so 
worthy a friend, whose goodness we can never forget nor reflect 
upon, but with gratitude and admiration, and with thankfulness; 
to that great and merciful God, from whom alone all our mercies 
flow, I undertake once more to write a few lines to you to in- 
form you, that through the blessing of God, I and my dear chil- 
dren are still living, and at present enjoy a tolerable share of 
health, which we hope you are likewise blessed with ; and may 
your life be prolonged, since it is a life so useful, and may my 
dear children, with hundreds more, have reason to bless God 
for such a friend and teacher, who hath given them such good 
advice and instruction, and who has been at so much pains to do 
them good, and may the Lord reward you a thousand fold ; and 
now my dear friend, my children are deprived of their Sunday 
school ; they have no father to guide them, neither is it in my 
power, at present, to send them to any school ; therefore I hope 
my dear friend, you may find more time to write to us than you 
have done, that you may give them good advice and instruction, 
which they stand so much in need of, and may they long remem- 
ber their beloved teacher, and may you go on in the work of the 
Lord—may you see your labours prosper, and may they be 
crowned with success. My dear friend, when I reflect on what 
you have done, and are doing daily, for the spread of the gospel— 
for the’cause of the Redeemer, and for the good of mankind, 
I think you must feel as happy as this life will admit of. I have 
often thought, my dear friend, that you were a follower of St. 
Paul, as he was of Christ : what zeal, what leve, what anxiety, 
what watchfulness—yea, what vehement desire do you not feel 
for those who are entrusted to your care; and may you reap 
I have long been 
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anxious to hear from you, and hoped foraletter. Oh! that the 
Lord may direct my steps. Dear sir, remember us in your 
prayers, and do not fail writing us the first opportunity. 


b_—____________] 


' ANNIVERSARY OF PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 
NEW-YORK. 

The Seventh Anniversary of the Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
Schools was celebrated at St. Paul’s chapel, in New-York, on 
the afternoon of the 26th of April, 1824. A numerous and re- 
spectable auditory witnessing the interesting occasion ; nearly 
1500 children and adults of the schools were present in charge 
of their respective teachers, (probably 150.) The exercises 
were impressive and appropriate. The lively interest excited 
by such celebrations was evident from the numerous attendance 
of the schools from Bloomingdale and Brooklyn: the Rev. H. 
U. Onderdonk, Pastor of the Episcopal Church at the latter 
place, read the church service, and was followed by the Rey. 
Mr. Lyell, in a suitable and gratifying address. He remarked— 
‘‘the spectacle presented to the Christian eye, was such as 
might well rejoice the heart and call forth gratitude and praise. 
Seeing that the children of poverty and ignorance were snatched 
from the snares of vice and the ruins of sin, and their feet early 
guided into the safe and pleasant paths. of wisdom and peace. 
This was important—early instruction was invaluable—for ig- 
norance is the triumph of the insidious enemy of souls. His 
kingdora was ‘‘ the kingdom of darkness.” He recurred to the 
golden age of wisdom—the celebrated period of the philosophic 
schools, when idolatrous Greece and Rome advanced under 
their influence to civilizstion, virtue, and morality 5 yet while 
covered with the glory ef earthly wisdom, ‘‘ gross darkness co- 
vered the people :”’ ‘* they knew not God.”’—But behold here 
the happy contrast : see the handmaids of religion leading to 
spiritual instruction, the invaluable blessings of such institutions, 
the benignity of their influence is their best eulogium. To the 
pious teachers he would say, their office was honourable as it 
was interesting; and though arduous, yet their meekness and 
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patience, and their alms would be remembered before God. He 
had already given them to see the success of these benevolent 
and Christian efforts ; and as they felt the consoling enjoyments 
of the religion of the Redeemer in their own bosoms, they well 
could estimate the value of the instruction they imparted ; they 
would not only feel the obligation of bestowing it on the ignorant, 
but it would become also the gladness of their hearts. <I'o your 
adult pupils how pre-eminent the blessing—how pleasant the 
hope of immediate success ; it was here ; it was such, who would 
soon be coming to their pious teachers, exclaiming in the lan- 
guage of the gospel, «‘ I was blind, but now I see !”’ He noticed the 
improvement and increase of the schools : three had been added, 
and many enlarged. 

The service, on this occasion, was rendered doubly delightful, 
by the judicious selection of the lessons read, being the beau- 
tiful 4th of Proverbs, and a portion of the 18th of St. Matthew : 
the most indifferent heart must have felt the force of the wise 
man’s commendation of wisdom : ‘‘ Wisdom is the principal,thing ; 
therefore, get wisdom, and withal] thy getting, get understand- 
ing ;”’ for as the eye rested on the youthful assembly, and re- 
marked the silence and decorum that prevailed—wisdom seemed 
already to be their ‘‘ grace and ornament,” and already to have 
‘* promoted them.”” The exercises were closed by the 145th 
Psalm, by teachers and scholars. The solemnity and appropri- 
ateness of the closing prayer, adapted to the occasion, could not 
fail to touch with fervour the heart of every pious worshipper 
present ; the schools retired in perfect order, each scholar re- 
ceiving a trifling donation at the door. 


PTE, Fen a SE 
———— 


FEMALE UNION SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING, 


The eighth annual exhibition of the Female Union Society for 
the promotion of ‘* Sabbath Schools,” took place in the Brick 
Church, N. Y. on Tuesday, the 20th of April, 1824. The Com- 
mittee, Superintendents and Teachers, with their respective 
Schools, and a respectable number of spectators, filled the 
Church to overflowing. 
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The Rev. Dr. Sprine, pastor of the Church presided. 

The Rev. Mr. Brown, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
made the introductory prayer. 

The Rev. Mr. M‘Carrez, of the Presbyterian Church, read 
an abstract of the annual report.* 

The children then sung a hymn suitable to the occasion. 

The Rev. Mr. Cone, of the Baptist Church, delivered an 
eloquent and highly appropriate address to the Society, Super- 
jntendents, Teachers and Scholars ; after which the adult 
scholars raised their annual tribute to Him who is no respecter 
of persons. 

The Rev. Dr. Spring called forward thirty scholars entitled 
to receive the highest reward, and after addressing them pre- 
sented to each the Society’s diploma. 

The Rev. Mr. M‘Cartee made the concluding prayer. 

The Teachers and Scholars united in a song of praise for 
the mercies of the past year, and the congregation joined in 
the doxology. 

The Rev. Dr. Spring gave the benediction. 

The greatest order prevailed not only during the exercises, 
but on entering and retiring fromthe Chureh. Cold indeed 
must be the heart that could witness, unmoved, the faithful per- 
severance of the teachers manifest in the improved appearance 
of the scholars ; their bodies as well as their minds sharing 
their kind attention. School after school passed through the 
Park and the adjacent streets, all neatly dressed, and designated 
by their badges of various dyes. How cheering the anticipa- 
tion to the christian, that the multitudes now gathered into the 
different Sunday Scirvols of this city, will become in their turn, 
heads of families and teachers, and transmit to the latest posteri- 
ty the blessings of religious instruction. 


Abstract of the Annual Report of the Female Union Society for 
promotion of Sabbath Schools. 


‘“‘ The winter is past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers 





*The Rev. Dr. M1Lnor was unavoidably prevented from teking this 
part of the exercises. 
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appear on the earth ; the time of the singing of birds is come, 
and the voice of the turtle is heard inthe land.” All animate 
and inanimate nature rejoices at the return of this Joyous sea- 
son, but the christian alone can look abroad on all these glorious 
works and say, ‘‘ my father made them all ;” and he alone can 
appreciate the labours of those who endeavor to dispel the 
winter of the human mind ; to break up the fallow ground, and 
to cast in the precious seed of religious instruction, waiting in 
faith for the genial influence of the Sun of Righteousness to 
cause it to spring forth. His heart will beat in unison with 
those of this society while beholding so many young immortals 
whom “the day spring from on high hath visited.”” No longer 
offering flowers to heathen deities or dancing around a May 
Pole, they now hail with joyful hearts the return of this happy 
day, and rallying round their affectionate teachers, come up to 
the*temple of the Lord to shout ‘‘ Hosanna to the Son of Da- 
vid.”?’ On no former occasion has the committee been favoured 
with more animating reports than those presented at the late 
annual meeting of the society. With few exceptions, the teach- 
ers are anxiously persevering in the good work ; many of them 
have laboured without intermission during the eight years the 
society has been in operation. Many instances of rapid im- 
provement in the scholars, and happy results from Sunday 
School instruction might be mentioned ; the committee will only 
select a few. 

In school No. 3, “ A child aged 5 years, who when he enter- 
ed the school the early part of last winter did not know the al- 
phabet, now reads very well, and besides committing portions of 
scripture, has recited to her teacher the greater part of Brown’s 
catechism.”’ The superintendent of No. 6 mentions the practice 
of one of the teachers as worthy of imitation. ‘* She assembles 
her little flock on the Saturday of every week, and in the re- 
tirement of her own room, pours out her soul before the mercy 
seat of the most High, and solicits his blessing on the little ob- 
jects of her care.” The superintendent of No. 7 has the hap- 
piness to state, that five of the coloured adults have been made 
partakers of the grace of God, and have publicly professed them- 
selves to be on the Lord’s side ; one of them has been in the 
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school three years, and is 70 years of age. Three more are 
anxiously inquiring what they shall do to besaved. A letter 
was lately received by the teacher of a Bible Class from one of 
her pupils who had removed to the west: it is addressed to her 
“ Dear affectionate Teacher.” After giving some account of 
her journey Xc. she concludes in the following simple language 
of gratitude. “I attend the Sabbath School here, but shall 
never find a teacher I love as well as you.—I thank you for all 
your kindness to me, and all the good instructions you have 
given me: | often think of the last words you said to me, 
and hope | may be the better for all the good you endea- 
voured to teach me, and may Heaven bles¢and reward you.” 
A girlin School No. 11., who will this day receive a diploma, 
after discharging her dutiesas a scholar in the most satisfactory 
manner, became an assistant teacher, and now has the entire 
eharge of a class of small coloured children. During the last 
winter she’was received into the communion of the Church, and 
united with her teachers in commemorating the dying love of 
her Redeemer.’’ ‘* The Superintendent and Teachers of No. 
14, with gratitude acknowledge, that since the last anniversary 
eleven of their teachers, and one scholar have been brought, 
they humbly trust, to a knowledge of the truth, as it is in Jesus, 
and have publicly professed their faith in Christ.” Another 
Report mentions a Sunday Scholar who endeavoured to instruct 
an ignorant mother, reading the bible to her. and anxiously en- 
deavouring to explain it to her, as she had heard it done in 
meeting. With tears she told a pious lady, that she prayed to 
Gop to take away her mother’s stony heart, and give her a good 
one.” By the exertions of a young lady, amember of this Uni- 
on, aschool was opened at Kip’s Bay, on the 9th of November 
last. . There being no school nearer than the city, boys as well 
as girls were admitted, The superintendent states in her Re- 
port that ‘* seeing the Sabbath at this place shamefully profaned, 
it was conceived that much good might result from the estab- 
lishment of a Sabbath School. It was undertaken and begun 
rather under discouraging circumstances ; one of which was the 
procuring a suitable room, having no church in the neighbour- 
hood, nor any other public building calculated for the purpose : 


this obstacle was at length overcome, and the school augmented 
Vol. I. 24 
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to the number of 50 scholars, under the care of a superintend- 
ent and six teachers. Success far beyond expectation under the 
divine blessing has attended this feeble effort. The children 
have not only improved in spelling and reading, but in commit, 
ting to merhory portions of scripture, catechisms, and hymns, 
When addressed on the subject of religion, they pay great at- 
tention, and otherwise behave with becoming decency. 

Mr. S. an old gentleman in the neighbourhood, from the out- 
set, has taken a deep interest in the school; has generally 
opened and concluded with prayer, and heard the largest class 
of boys read, and recite, and made short addresses on religious 
subjects. In a few instances, students of divinity have attended, 
and addressed the School, wiich seemed to have an impressive 
effect. 

There appears sufficient cause for a well grounded hope, that 
at least three of the pupils are seriously engaged in religious ex- 
ercises. This School was commenced with dependence on the 
Lorp for his blessing, and he has never disappointed any who 
put their trust in him. His hand has been visibly seen-in bring- 
ing it about, and prospering it. The teachers volunteered their 
services, and the school we trust is the child of prayer. We 
now cast our bread upon the waters ; and may the blessed Com- 
forter descend with his benign influences, and still farther bless 
our efforts, that our feeble exertions may tend to the glory of 
our blessed Lord and Saviour.” Since the last anniversary five 
schools have withdrawn and placed themselves under the direc, 
tion of the Sunday School Union. Three new schools have 
been opened, which make the number of schools under the Fes. 
male Union 37. In 34 which have sent in Reports there appear 


to be 2377 scholars who are considered regular attendants un-| 


der the care of 487 teachers, and a committee of thirty-one la- 
dies. ‘Twenty-one teachers, and twenty-two scholars have been 
received into the communion of the church of Christ.* 





* The following lessons have been committed to memory during the 
past year:—199, 912 verses of scripture, 3417 scripture proofs, 165, 
213 answers to McDowell’s questions, and hymns and catechisms, with- 
out number. 





XUM 








St. George’s' Church Sunday School Association. 187 


The committee again present their thanks to those societies 
and individuals who continue to furnish churches and rooms for 
the accommodation of the schools, and to all who have in any 
way assisted in the operations of this Union. 

Thirty scholars who have conducted themselves with proprie- 
ty during three years that they have attended the same school, 
and earned all the minor rewards, will this day receive the So- 
ciety’s Diplomas. 

May the success which has attended the feeble exertions of 
this Society during another year, incite us to renewed diligence. 

Let the friends of sabbath schools, be increasingly earnest in 
prayer, that their holy zeal may be kept alive, and let all who 
call themselves christians if intrusted with but one talent, come 
up to the help of the Lord in this important work. Surely there 
never was aseason when their services were more necessary 
than the present, when so many flagitious crimes are perpetual- 
ly occurring even in this favoured city. The increase of juve- 
nile delinquency has roused the attention of wise and good men, 
to prepare a House of Refuge, where young offenders may re- 
ceive that salutary instruction and discipline, which may re- 
store them to the paths of rectitude. 

Let their laudable exertions stimulate us to go out, again and 
again, to the high ways, and the hedges, to gather those outcasts 
into the Sunday Schools. May it be our aim to eradicate the 
very spring and first principles of vice, and implant those of 
virtue and religion, by teaching them the word of Gop—that 
they may find Refuge in the ‘strong hold as prisoners of 
hope.” 


ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 


The first Anniversary of this Association was held in the 
Church, on the 3ist day of March, 1824. The Rev. James 
Minor, D. D., Rector of the church, and President of the As- 
sociation, read prayers. He then read the first Report of the 
Board of Managers, which is subjoined ; and the Secretary, Mr. 
Jeremian H. Tay or, read the Reports of the five Schools con- 
nected with the church, and the Librarian’s Report; after 
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which, appropriate addresses were delivered by the Rev. Mr. 
Reece and the Rev. Mr. Hannah, two Methodist ministers from 
England ; and some remarks were made by Mr. Priest; when 
the President delivered the following address : 

Christianity receives its happiest illustration, and its most 
convincing evidence in its effects. A thousand abstract argu- 
ments do not so much appal its infidel opponents as one shining 
instance of its benign influence on the character and conduct. 
If this Sentiment be founded in truth, we may see why, in the 
present day, avowed opposition to the truth of revelation, seems 
to have so much subsided. It is silenced by the glorious illus- 
trations of the truth and excellence of the Gospel, supplied by 
the present doings of the world. Until the days of millenial pu- 


rity, itis presumable the depravity of human nature will occa-' 


sion much practical infidelity. But even that will, it is hoped, 
gradually disappear as Christians continue to recommend their 
religion by the exhibition in their conduct of its beneticial effects. 
We augur much, therefore, for true religion in the moral in- 
fluence with which it is now in so distinguished a manner per- 
vading whole communities. 

It is not, in our day, by retirement to a cloister, or a submis- 
sion to self-inflicted penances, that personal piety is tested. 
Religion finds its best attestation in a disposition to active useful- 
ness. Love to God finds its manifestation, not only in acts of 
devotion, but in its necessary result, love to man. And love to 
man does not expend itself in empty professions and idle wishes 
for his welfare, but in earnest exertions to do him good. 

The inward admiration of the moral attributes of God is proved 
by the imitation of them; the love of Christ by following his 
example. Let afew, on whom religion, whatever they may 
profess, has not yet wrought its most ameliorating effects, frown 
upon, or think lightly of, the temper and exertions of the pre- 
sent day ; we own them as from God ; we consider them as the 
most delightful sanction which human action can give to revealed 
truth ; we hail them as the harbingers of the latter-day glory of 
the church. In the lessening of sectarian. animosity, we behold 
the gradual approach to that perfect cordiality of feeling and 
unity of exertion, which we fervently pray, and confidently 
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hope, will one day obtain among Christians, Already we see 
reared a holy standard, around which those of every name can 
harmoniously rally. 

«“ The Bible—the Bible is the religion of Protestants.” Yes, 
and we rejoice to add, 1t is becoming every day more and more. 
the religion of many who do not answer to that name. The 
Missionaries of the Cross when they meet on heathen ground, 
God be thanked, are now less disposed to litigate their points of 
difference, than to cal] perishing sinners to that Saviour whom 
the Bible reveals, to the great undisputed points of our common 
christianity, to the holy practice which it inculcates, to the un- 
bounded love to God and man which it teaches its professors 
to feel and to evince. 

The union of Christians in Bible Societies, an event which 
future ecclesiastical historians will record as the most blessed 
in the annals of the church, has brought professors of different 
names into a new practical relation to each other, which startles 
the narrow minded bigotry that is vainly endeavouring to stop 
the triumphant march of Christian benevolence. 

The happy discovery too of that unobjectionable centre of 
Union the Bible has naturally led to the inquiry, whether there 
be no other plans of religious usefuluess in which difference of 
denomination affords no barrier to an affectionate unity of ac- 
tion ; and it has been affirmatively answered in the Institution 
of Sunday Schvolsunder the patronage ofa society embracing, as 
faras they are willing to concur therein, Christians of every name. 

With great respect for some who oppose a union of Christians 
in any works of piety, and with mgre respect for others, who 
having adventured into the experiment of Bible associations, he- 
sitate on that of Sunday Schools, we would propose to them the 
best of all evidence in favour of our more extended views of 
liberality—the evidence of experience. 

We apprehend none will deny the expediency of union in this 
common concern, if harmony of feeling can be preserved among 
those engaged in the work, and if it be not purchased by a sa- 
crifice of principle. Now, we assert from the experience of 
many years that harmony of feeling may be maintained, and 
that no sacrifice of principle exacted as the condition of its 
preservation. 
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We therefore, cherish our connection with our brethren. of 
other religious names in this charitable work. We acknowledge 
the benefits we have derived from our union with them. All 
their acts have been acts of kindness and of love, and not the 
slightest attempt has been made, or wish expressed, that we sur- 
render a single peculiarity of our own church to which, either 
by duty or inclination, we stand attached. 

On this occasion of celebrating the first anniversary of the 
Sunday School association of this church, permit me to observe 
that of all the plans for effectuating fully the purposes of the 
union, none have been met with more acceptance in the schools 
of this congregation, than that of the establishment of congrega- 
tional associations. 

They are admirably calculated to answer the ends professed 
in the constitution under which this association is organized. 

Of this we think some evidence is afforded in the report of 
its directors, read this evening, and in the information commu- 
nicated in the separate reports of the several schools. 

ifthrough the increased facilities in carrying or our underta- 
king which our association supplies, we have not realized all 
we could desire, we have reason to be thankful for what it has 
achieved, and to hope, from its future operations, new and most 
important advantages. 

To you, my esteemed friends, who are employed as teachers, 


-or interested as patrons of Sunday Schools, how delightful the re- 


flection that you are not merely engaged in an act of charity, 
and mercy towards the immediate helpless objects of your soli- 
citude, but are co-workers with the Almighty in hastening the 
most grand and momentous era this wide-extended earth shall 
ever know, the universal empire of the Prince of Peace. Next 
to this prominent motive to diligence in your undertaking, and 
that which more directly falls in with the design of this address, 
is the opportunity it affords you of fulfilling, in a manner beyond 
all exception, the Great law of Christian Charity. You have 
engaged, | trust, in this work, as Christians, as the servants of 
God ; and your desire is, that it may effect two important ob- 
jects, the glory of God your maker, and the present and future 
felicity of those who are committed to your care. Both de- 
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aigns are laudable, and with the blessing of God, your success 
will be proportionate to the excellence of the objects you have 
in view. 

Can any doubt, that the glory of God is likely to be promoted 
by the establishment of Sunday Schools? Let such a man 
doubt whether virtue and vice be not terms of the same import. 
Let him doubt whether the Sabbath-breaker, the blasphemer, 
the drunkard, the purloiner, contribute not to the declarative 
glory of Jehovah, no less than the man who ebserves devotion, 
purity, holiness, sobriety, and integrity in all his relations to 
God and man. If it be the direct effect of these institutions to 
rescue a part of the rising generation, from the most debasing vi- 
ces of our species, to present to them the prospect, and open to 
them the means of future usefulness in the world, and ultimate 
happiness in Heaven, to lead them from the haunts of wretched- 
ness, or the vicions habits of street-association on the Lord's 
day to places where prayer is wont to be made, accustom 
them to habits of attentive devotion in the sanctuaries of God, to 
enable them to read the precious life-giving doctrines, and inimi- 
table precepts of the Gospel, and by exhibiting to them in your 
personal demeanour the delightful operation of true religion on 
the disposition and conduct of its votaries, to make it lovely and 
acceptable to minds not yet so hackneyed in the ways of vice, as 
to be inaceessible to religious impressions ;— if these are the ef- 
fects produced by Sunday-Schools (and it cannot be doubted but 
they are) then do they most certainly become a powerful means 
of promoting the glory of God. 

Can it be disputed, that they are also eminently promotive of 
the present and future felicity of those who are the subjects of 
instruction ? No, my Brethren. ‘* The ways of wisdom are ways 
of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.” 

(To be continued.) 








[The Editor regrets that the few limited pages of this Maga- 
zine are not sufficient for the introduction of one half of the 
manuscripts intended to be inserted in it. His Printer has now 
returned to him, for want of room. part of the excellent Address 








192 To Bible Classes. 


of the Rev. Dr. Milnor ; the whole of the Report of St. George's. 
Church School, and the Notes on the Scriptures, with a Review 
of the English Publications on Infant Schools, and a Series of 
Catechetical Instruction. They shall appear in the next, with 
some original papers, which he hopes will be found useful 
to general readers. ] 


° TO BIBLE CLASSES. 


If the beauty and sublimity of the Sacred Writings could ex- 
tort fram the pen of an infidel, such as Gibbon, the testimony 
that ‘‘ These sacred books, even as human productions, deserve 
**to be studied as one of the most curious and original monu- 
“ments of the East,” how much may the Christian exult in 
being in possession of such a treasure as his own—knowing (as 
he does) not only by historical evidence, but by the evidence of 
his own heart, that that treasure comes from God. The Editor 
rejoices with all his fellow-Christians in the prospect of a dif- 
fusion of a better and more extensive acquaintance with the 
Holy Scriptures, by means of Bible Classes, which are extending 
their usefulness throughout this free and happy country, where 
there is no bar to investigation, and he congratulates the Christian 
community on the prospect of greater facilities for the elucidation 
of divine truth. The Rev. Hervey Wilbur, of Boston, has al- 
ready published an edition of the New-Testament, with Refe- 
rences, and a Key Sheet of Questions, historical, doctrinal, and 
practical, which ought to be in the hands of every Christian 
inquirer ; and it is hoped he will publish an edition of the Old 
Testament, with like References, alphabetically arranged, for 
the benefit of Bible Classes, to whom it would be eminently use- 
ful. The Editor has been given to understand that such a publi- 
eation is in contemplation, and that in addition to Tables of the 
Scripture, proper names and Scripture Chronology, several va- 
luable tables will be subjoined from Townsend’s Chronological 
Arrangement of the Old Testament Scriptures, a new and costly 
English publication, of rare excellence, but almost unknown in 
this country. May the Divine Blessing prosper the undertaking. 
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